Can you believe the New Testament?

Introduction

Horror of horrors! Someone had broken into my future parent-in-laws home! The evidence? Simple enough: My future wife (Lyn is her name) at that time was preparing our wedding in Los Angeles. She had gone shopping with her mom, but as her teeth started to hurt (all her wisdom teeth had been removed two days prior) they came back home earlier than anticipated.

The first clue that something was wrong:

My future parent-in-law's bedroom door was open. Generally they kept it closed to refrain complete freedom to their cat. 

The second clue:

Lyn found a whole bunch of items the thieves tried to steal collected in her room.

The third clue:

Her bedroom window had been broken.

When the police finally arrived at their home, they found other evidence:

- My mother-in-law's bedroom window was left wide open.

- Her cat was found outside wandering around the house.

- Some jewelry was found missing.

Although the police was unable to find corrobative evidence from the neighbors, they were able to determine the following:

1.
The purpose of the break-in was theft.

2.
The thieves must have been living in the neighbourhood, as they broke in during the daytime, and seemed to know when anyone was home (they had broken in before).

3.
The thieves broke in via Lyn's bedroom window and had planned to leave through that same window, as all items to be stolen had been collected into my future's wife's bedroom.

4.
As these items were left behind, it meant that when my mother-in-law and Lyn arrived home, they were still in the house and had to quickly escape through the back of the house, via my parent-in-law's bedroom, in order to avoid detection.

Although there were no first hand witnesses, this scenario seemed the only plausible one.

Just like the police officers were able to come up with this only plausible scenario based

on the gathered evidence, we are now going to gather evidence concerning the New Testament, in order for us to come up with a conclusion concerning whether or not the New Testament is reliable.

Just like any historical document, the New Testament should be tested by the same criteria one tests any ancient writings. These tests are like putting a crime scene together, as all the pieces of the puzzle have to fit. If one piece doesn't fit, one faces a problem and needs to consider other plausible scenarios. There can be only one conclusion and this is why one has to carefully and diligently examine every piece of evidence.

The criteria to determine the reliability of any ancient document are:

1.
The Bibliographical Test, consists of examining the textual transmission from the original to the text we have nowadays.

2.
The Internal Evidence Test determines whether the document in itself is credible.

3.
The External Evidence Test examines other historical documents and whether they confirm or deny the document in question.

Basically the purpose of this study is to discover how reliable the New Testament books

are. The verdict will be yours to make. But let us first start with a word of prayer:

"Dear Heavenly Father,

I come to you asking for your guidance. I am so confused with the many opinions found in this world. I would like to find the truth, your truth. As I am contemplating your New Testament Scriptures, I ask your help in finding out if they contain truth or fables.

You are the only One who can help me with this. Fill me with your Spirit and guide my steps in such a way that I will know without any hesitations whether your New Testament is true and reliable. Thank you Father for being my guide.

In Jesus' name. Amen"
Let us now turn to the evidence:

Can you believe the New Testament?

The Bibliographical Test

a.
Multiplicity of copies

Compared to other Ancient literature, the New Testament has an unprecedented multiplicity of copies that are still available today. This is of utmost importance, as the more copies agree with each other, especially if they come from different geographical areas, the more the original document can be figured out. Also several of these copies of parts of the New Testament date from a couple of generations from the originals.

Compared to other ancient literature, most earliest surviving copies date 5 to 10 centuries after their originals. This is quite significant! Only the New Testament can be traced so closely from its originals!

Besides these Greek documents, several translations of the gospels can be found in a variety of other languages like Coptic, Latin and Syriac, all dating from a relatively early time. Other secondary translations like Armenian, Ethiopic, Georgian and Gothic dating from a later time period are available as well.

Studying this abundance of available copies, Geisler concluded: 
"The importance of the sheer number of manuscript copies cannot be overstated. As there are no known extant (currently existing) original manuscripts of the Bible. Fortunately, however, the abundance of manuscript copies makes it possible to reconstruct the original with virtually complete accuracy." 
Geisler, Norman L. and William E. Nix. A General Introduction to the Bible. Chicago: Moody Press, 1986, p. 386.

Question” Why is it possible to reconstruct the original writings of the New Testament with virtually complete accuracy?

Your answer:

b.
Comparison with other ancient writings

You may wonder how do other ancient writings compare to the New Testament. To make it a bit easier to grasp the difference between the two, we have created a chart indicating their earliest copies found and the time gap between their original and their earliest copies found.

Author

Writings

Date Written

Earliest Copies

Time Gap

Number of Copies

Caesar

Gallic Wars

100 – 44 B.C.

c.

900 A.D.

c.

1000 years

10

Demosthenes

384 - 321 B.C.

c.

1100 A.D.

c.

1400 years

200

Josephus

The Jewish War

37 – 100 A.D.

c.

900 A.D.

c.

800 years

9

Homer

Iliad

9th Century B.C.

c.

400 B.C.

c.

400 years

643

Herodotus

The Histories of Herodotus

485 - 430 B.C.

c.

900 A.D.

c.

1300 years

8

Livy

History of Rome

64 B.C. – 17 A.D.

c.

300 A.D. (partial)

c.

900 A.D. (mostly)

c.

300 years

c.

900 years

1 partial

19 copies

Plato

Dialogues

428 – 347 B.C.

c.

900 A.D.

c.

1300 years

7

Pliny the Elder

Natural History

23 – 79 A.D.

c.

850 A.D.

c.

800 years

7

Tacitus

Annals of Imperial Rome

55 – 118 A.D.

c.

1100 A.D.

c.

1000 years

20

Thycydides

History of the Peloponnesian War

455 –400 B.C.

c.

900 A.D.

c.

1300 years

8

The New Testament

Matthew to Revelation

50 – 100 A.D.

c.

114 (fragments)

c.

200 (books)

c.

250 (most of N.T.)

c.

325 (complete N.T.)

c.

50 years

c.

100 years

c.

150 years

c.

225 years

5664

There seems to be no comparison between other ancient writings and the New Testament. 300 to 1400 years elapsed before copies are found of the original manuscripts. This is a

long gap between the writing of those ancient classics and their existing copies!

In contrast copies of part of the New Testament can be traced as early as 50 years from their originals. This is like current news headlines compared to any other ancient manuscript!

Also 7 (like Plato's Dialogues) to 643 (Homer's Iliad) number of copies are to be found for these ancient documents. In fact most ancient manuscripts have less than 10 existing copies compared to the New Testament's 5664 copies and climbing. The New Testament is by far the most thoroughly documented manuscript from the past with thousands of copies making the reconstruction of its originals child play.

Question: Which ancient manuscript has the most credibility and why?

Your answer:

c. The earliest evidence

The earliest copies of parts of the New Testament are fragments of papyrus that grew freely in the marshes of the Nile Delta in Egypt. As of now, 99 pieces of papyrus containing passages or books of the New Testament have been found. 

"The most significant to come to light are the Chester Beatty Biblical Papyri, discovered about 1930. Of these, Beatty Biblical Papyrus number one contains portions of the four gospels and the book of Acts, and it dates from the third century. Papyrus number two contains large portions of eight letters of Paul, plus portions of Hebrews, dating to about the year 200. Papyrus number three has a sizeable section of the book of Revelation, dating from the third century.

Another group of important papyrus manuscripts was purchased by a Swiss bibliophile, M. Martin Bodmer. The earliest of these, dating from about 200, contains about two thirds of the gospel of John. Another papyrus, containing portions of the gospels of Luke and John, dates from the third century." 
Lee Stroebel. The Case for Christ. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, 1998. p. 61.

However, the earliest copy we posses today contains parts of chapter 18 from the apostle John's gospel. It has 5 verses in total, 3 on one side and 2 on the other side. It was purchased around 1920 in Egypt and remained unnoticed with similar papyri parts. In 1934, a man named Roberts, sorting through these papyri at the John Rylands Library in Manchester, England, recognized it. It was concluded that this fragment goes as far back as 100 A.D. Adolf Deissmann was certain that it goes back to at least the reign of emperor Hadrian (117-138 A.D.) and emperor Trajan (98-117 A.D.)

This is significant, as this fragment from the Nile was far from Ephesus where the gospel of John probably was originally written. This confirms that the gospel of John couldn't have been written much later than 100 A.D., if not earlier. In fact to have copies made going as far as Egypt, the originals should have been written way before this!

Question: What does the earliest copy of part of John's gospel prove about the date the original gospel was written?

Your answer:

d.
Other evidences

Besides papyrus, we do have a wealth of manuscripts copied on parchment. Parchments were made from skins of antelope, cattle, goats and sheep. There are uncial manuscripts, more than 300 of them written in all capital Greek letters, dating as early as the third century. The two most renown of them are the Codex Vaticanus (325-350 A.D.), located in the Vatican library and containing most of the Bible and the Codex Sinaiticus (350 A.D.), located in the British museum, containing the complete New Testament. There are also the minuscules, a writing more cursive in nature which emerged roughly around 800 A.D. We do have more than 2,800 of them.

Ancient literature was rarely translated into other languages. It isn't so for the New Testament manuscripts. Latin and Syriac translations of the New Testament started to be made around 150 A.D. More than 15,000 copies have been found. Many Coptic translations were also found dating from the 3rd and 4th century. Latin translations (more than 8,00 of them) from the 4th to 13th century circulated in Europe and North Africa.

Other translations can be found in Armenian (400 A.D.), Gothic (4th century), Georgian (5th century), Ethiopic (6th century) and Nubian (6th century).

Besides these we also have a multitude of lectionaries dating from the 6th to 8th centuries. They contain all of the New Testament many times over. Also whole New Testament passages were quoted by early church fathers. Clement quoted more than 2,406 texts from the New Testament; Eusebius 5,176; Hippolytus 1,378; Irenaeus 1,819; Justin Martyr 330; Origen 17, 992; Tertulian 7, 258.

Sir David Dalrymple was considering the large amount of New Testament evidence when someone asked him, "Suppose that the New Testament had been destroyed, and every copy of it lost by the end of the third century, could it have been collected together again from the writings of the Fathers of the second and third centuries?” 
After a great deal of investigation Dalrymple concluded: 
"Look at those books. You remember the question about the New Testament and the Fathers? That question roused my curiosity, and as I possessed all the existing works of the Fathers of the second and third centuries, I commenced to search, and up to this time I have found the entire New Testament, except eleven verses." 
Dalrymple, as cited in Leach, Charles. Our Bible.

How We Got It. Chicago: Moody Press, 1898, p. 35, 36.

e.
Examining the errors

Some wonder if errors have occurred among the copied manuscripts. And yes variations are found among these documents. Under any circumstance it would have been difficult to copy faded manuscripts where parts of the ink would have flaked away. Inattentiveness could have crept in as well. However what impact has these variants on the original text?

Sometimes the order of words was shifted. In the English language the impact would be disastrous. If I write "I ate an apple" and I copied "An apple ate me" the meaning would be drastically different. The sequence of words is of great importance in the English language. However the Greek language is completely different. Greek is an inflected language while English is not. This means that one word has the function of the subject regardless where it stands in the sentence. Unlike English, changing words around in the Greek language has no bearing to the meaning of the sentence. We also can find some variations in spelling, but all of these variants are inconsequential to the meaning of the text.

We can conclude with what Dr. Bruce Metzger said to Lee Stroebel: 
"We can have great confidence in the fidelity with which this material has come down to us, especially compared with any other ancient literary work." 
Lee Stroebel. The Case for Christ. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, 1998. p. 63.

Question: Does the multiplicity of the New Testament copies contribute to the reliability of the original content of the New Testament books? Why or why not?

Your answer:

Can you believe the New Testament?

The Internal Evidence Test

a.
Purpose of writing the gospels

i. Luke's purpose:

Luke 1:1-4 "Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught."

Based on the account of eyewitnesses and a careful investigation, Luke's goal to write his gospel was to provide an accurate account of what happened in Jesus' time. He had written this gospel to someone named Theophilus, and his writings were shared with others.

ii.
John's purpose:

John 20:31 "But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name."

John's purpose of writing this gospel was to convince others that Jesus was the Christ and was the Son of God. To convince others to believe, John had to be accurate in reporting historical facts to his contemporary audience, otherwise he would have been dismissed as an outright liar, as many had witnessed for themselves what had happened in the days of Jesus.

iii.
Matthew's and Marc's purpose:

No purpose is given, although their style of writing is quite close to Luke's. It seems quite reasonable that their purpose would have been close to Luke's.

iv.
Conclusion:

"Consider the way the gospels are written - in a sober and responsible fashion, with accurate incidental details, with obvious care and exactitude. You don't find the outlandish flourishes and blatant mythologizing that you see in a lot of other ancient writings.”
What does all that up to?

…It seems quite apparent that the goal of the gospel writers was to attempt to record what had actually occurred.

Craig L. Blomberg, PH.D. as quoted by Strobel, Lee. The Case for Christ. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, 1998, p. 40.

Question: What was Luke's purpose of writing his gospel?

Your answer:

Question: What was John's purpose of writing his gospel?

Your answer:

Question: Why had the authors of the gospels be accurate?

Your answer:

b.
Reliability of the New Testament writers.

All the books of the New Testament are based on primary sources. The writers are writing as eyewitnesses or from firsthand information and their audience was aware of the facts as well, even though not all were believers. Here are some claims found in the New Testament books:

Luke 1:1-4 "Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught."

2 Peter 1:16-17 "We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty."

1 John 1:3-4 "We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ."

Acts 2:22 "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know."

John 19:35 "The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe."

Luke 3:1 "In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar-when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene."

Acts 26:24-27 "At this point Festus interrupted Paul's defense. "You are out of your mind, Paul!" he shouted. "Your great learning is driving you insane." "I am not insane, most excellent Festus," Paul replied. "What I am saying is true and reasonable. The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner."

The writers of the New Testament constantly refer to first-hand testimonies. They constantly testified that they "were eyewitnesses". Most of their audience as well knew of the facts as the authors would often say, "as you yourselves know". But some of their audiences were opposed to their teachings. The disciples had to be accurate in their descriptions, as any discrepancies would have discredited their beliefs. For example their claim of Jesus being resurrected would have been refuted if their critics could have provided the body of Jesus. But none were able to do so, as Jesus' tomb (although guarded by Roman soldiers) was indeed empty! (see Matthew 28:11-15).

It is quite clear from this that the books of the New Testament were not written centuries after the fact, but were written during the lifetime of those involved in the events themselves. They were eyewitnesses of the events and felt impelled to share their testimony with others. How more reliable can you be?

All apostles, except for John, died a martyr's death, refusing to renounce Jesus Christ. Who in this world would be willing to die for a lie? No one. Neither would the apostles, who were men of integrity. They were eyewitnesses of the death and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. No one could make them renounce what they saw with their own eyes. They were willing to die for being an eyewitness. Again, how more reliable can you be?

Question: Why were the authors of the New Testament books reliable?

Your answer:

c.
Time frame of when the New Testament books were written

According to the standard scholarly dating, the gospel of Mark was written in the 70s, the gospels of Matthew and Luke in the 80s and the gospel of John in the 90s. All of these gospels were written within the lifetime of a multitude of eyewitnesses, who would have corrected any fallacies if false information about Jesus were going around. However evidence shows that these gospels might have been written even earlier than that. Take the book of Acts for example written by Luke. This book ends abruptly. The apostle Paul is the central character of this book and he's under house arrest in Rome. That book stops right there. These are the last two verses of Acts: Acts 28:30-31 "For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him. Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ."

What happened to the apostle Paul? The book of Acts doesn't tell us, probably because this book was written before the apostle Paul was put to death. This means that Acts cannot be dated any later than 62 A.D.

Now the book of Acts was written after the gospel that Luke wrote and since Luke used AZpart of the gospel of Mark, the gospel of Mark dates even earlier! If we allow a year between each book, Mark would have been written no later than 60 A.D., or even earlier. If Jesus was crucified around 30 to 33 A.D., the time span between his resurrection and the writing of the first gospel would be less than 30 years! This is like a news flash in those days; if we compare this with the time frame other ancient literature was written! Now the letters of the apostle Paul were written even earlier than that!

d.
Comparison with the time frame of other ancient biographies.

Now let us compare our find with how long after the fact other ancient documents were written.

i.
Alexander the Great's biographies

The two earliest of Alexander the Great's biographies were written by Arrian and Plutarch. They were written more than 400 years after Alexander's death in 323 B.C. Historians consider these biographies reliable.

ii.
Zoroaster

Zoroaster lived in the seventh century B.C. (born around 630 B.C.) Most of the Zoroastrian scriptures were not written until after the third century A.D. His most popular Parsi biography was written in 1278 A.D. This is a time span of more than 1800 years!

iii.
Buddha

Buddha lived in the 6th century B.C. His first biography was written in the first century A.D., 600 years after the fact!

iv.
Mohammed

Mohammed lived from 570 A.D. to 632 A.D. His biography was not written until 767 A.D., more than a century after his death.

Compared to all of these ancient writings, the New Testament was written like a news flash and is the only series of books that were written while eyewitnesses were still alive!

Question: Which documents would you trust more? Ones that were written 100 to 1800 years after the fact, or the ones that were penned while eyewitnesses were still alive?

Your answer:

e.
The character of the writers

Some may ask themselves if the writers of the New Testament were reliable in character and in honesty. Could it be possible that they may have tainted the transmission of history accurately?

i.
Description of personal flaws

One thing that you notice right away when reading the New Testament is the reality of the description of its characters. Let me explain. When I write about myself or even about my close friends, I always try to avoid putting myself or my friends in any disfavorable light. Why embarrass myself or my friends? I would hate loosing them for trying to make a point. However the New Testament books point out the flaws of its characters over and over again.

*
The great apostle Peter is a great promise giver, but his word does not stand for much. He tends to protect himself more than defending what is right.

Matt 26:35 "But Peter declared, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.""

Matt 26:69-74 "Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. "You also were with Jesus of Galilee," she said. But he denied it before them all. "I don't know what you're talking about," he said. Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the people there, "This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth." He denied it again, with an oath: "I don't know the man!" After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, "Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you away." Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, "I don't know the man!"

Gal 2:11-12 "When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group."

What an embarrassment to Peter to have this in writing available to all prosperity!

*
The apostle Paul was a persecutor who fervently went after Christians. He wasn't always easy to be with and his writing was sometimes hard to understand.

Acts 8:3 "Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison."

Acts 15:37-40 "Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, but Paul chose Silas and left…"

2 Peter 3:15-16 "Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand."

*
The apostle Thomas was a doubter and always wanted concrete proof. He didn't believe the words of even his closest friends.

John 20:24-25 "Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it."

*
James and John, both brothers, tried to exalt themselves above anyone else.

Mark 10:35-37 "Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. "Teacher," they said, "we want you to do for us whatever we ask." "What do you want me to do for you?" he asked. They replied, "Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory."

*
In fact all of Jesus' disciples were coveting to be at Jesus' right hand. One of their biggest fights was hours before Jesus was arrested and led to His crucifixion.

Luke 22:24 "Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest." However, none of them were courageous enough to stand by Jesus when He was arrested.

Mark 14:50 "Then everyone deserted him and fled."

How could the New Testament be unreliable, if the writers dare to describe themselves with all of their flaws? Nowhere in Ancient literature do writers describe themselves this way. This is unheard of. However, the integrity and honesty of the New Testament writers are undeniable by the mere fact that they do not describe themselves always in a favorable light.

ii.
Dying for a lie?

Another important fact about the apostles comes from history itself. 10 of the 11 remaining apostles died a horrific martyr's death. Remember that when Jesus was arrested they were terribly scared and were hiding themselves from the crowds.

John 20:19 "The disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews…"

However, boldness overcame them when they evidenced Jesus resurrection.

Acts 1:3 "After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God."

Acts 8:4 "Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went."

Who in their right mind would be willing to die for a lie? Even less 10 people who used to be scared to loose their lives while their Master was being mistreated and nailed to a cross. But they did, and even in their death they were a living testimony that what they wrote was true and worth dying for.

iii.
Silence from critics

Any of the ardent critics among the Pharisees and Sadducees would have quickly point out any inaccuracies that the apostles may have written. None were given as we later will discover in this study and none could be found in writing. The apostles were treated as lunatics, but never as liars.

iv.
Description of Jesus' limitations

If the writers of the New Testament wanted to promote a new manmade religion, they would have tried to avoid associating weakness in their Leader. However, the facts are plainly given, without intention of hiding anything.

Mark 6:4-6 "Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet without honor." He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. And he was amazed at their lack of faith."

This text seems to indicate that Jesus is not all-powerful. Why not have it deleted all together. It would avoid any embarrassing questions.

Mark 13:32 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father." NIV

Here it seems that Jesus is limited in His omniscience. Why not avoid any statements like these?

Matt 27:46 "About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"-which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" NIV

It would have been to the self-interest of these authors to avoid proclamations like this. However, they revealed the plain truth, just like it is, without hiding anything, not even embarrassing statements.

All of these statements are explained by Paul's statement in Phil 2:5-8 "Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death- even death on a cross!"

Jesus willingly took off His divine nature to become as limited as man with the only purpose to bring salvation to humankind. That is love, divine love!

Question: Why or why not are the New Testament writers reliable?

Your answer:

Question: Would you be willing to die for a lie? Why or why not?

Your answer:

f.
Conclusion

We can conclude with Craig L. Blomberg, PH.D. "The two earliest biographies of Alexander the Great were written by Arrian and Plutarch more than four hundred years after Alexander's death in 323 B.C., yet historians consider them to be generally trustworthy. Yes, legendary material about Alexander did develop over time, but it was only in the centuries after these two writers. In other words, the first five hundred years kept Alexander's story pretty much intact; legendary material began to emerge over the next five hundred years. So whether the gospels were written sixty years or thirty years after the life of Jesus, the amount of time is negligible by comparison. It's almost a nonissue.

"Strobel, Lee. The Case for Christ. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1998,

p. 33. N 

Can you believe the New Testament? 

The External Evidence Test, part 1

A.
Written evidence

Intro: Reference about the New Testament writers

Many references are made about Jesus and the early Christians. Do these references corroborate what is written in the New Testament or do they contradict it? Let us discover this together.

i.
Christian Evidence

a.
The Apostolic Fathers

The church fathers, the earliest Christian writers after the New Testament, wrote a lot about Jesus and the Christians. They never questioned the authorship of the New Testament books. Why would they? Mark and Luke were not even apostles, and Matthew used to be a hated tax collector! Apocryphal gospels, written many centuries later, chose well-known names to be the authors of these fictitious writings, names like Mary, Peter and James. The only well-known name is the gospel written by the apostle John (the only disciple present at Jesus' crucifixion!). But even his authorship is not even questioned.

Let us read what the early church fathers had to say about the authorship of the New Testament books. We will limit all quotes from the apostolic fathers, as to quote them all would take volumes and they all basically say the same thing.

" For Matthew, who had at first preached to the Hebrews, when he was about to go to other peoples, committed his Gospel to writing in his native tongue, and thus compensated those whom he was obliged to leave for the loss of his presence. And when Mark and Luke had already published their Gospels, they say that John, who had employed all his time in proclaiming the Gospel orally, finally proceeded to write for the following reason. The three Gospels already mentioned having come into the hands of all and into his own too, they say that he accepted them and bore witness to their truthfulness; but that there was lacking in them an account of the deeds done by Christ at the beginning of his ministry." Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, III, chapter XXIV.

"Matthew put together the oracles [of the Lord] in the Hebrew language." Papias, Fragments of Papias, VI. That Paul preached to the Gentiles and laid the foundations of the churches "from Jerusalem round about even unto Illyricum," is evident both from his own words, and from the account which Luke has given in the Acts. And in how many provinces Peter preached Christ and taught the doctrine of the new covenant to those of the circumcision is clear from his own words in his epistle already mentioned as undisputed, in which he writes to the Hebrews of the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia." Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, III, chapter IV.

"So firm is the ground upon which these Gospels rest, that the very heretics themselves bear witness to them, and, starting from these [documents], each one of them endeavours to establish his own peculiar doctrine." Irenaeus, Against Heresies, Volume III,

Chapter XI.

"Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews3 in their own dialect, while Peter and Paul were preaching at Rome, and laying the foundations of the Church. After their departure, Mark, the disciple and interpreter of Peter, did also hand down to us in writing what had been preached by Peter. Luke also, the companion of Paul, recorded in a book the Gospel preached by him. Afterwards, John, the disciple of the Lord, who also had leaned upon His breast, did himself publish a Gospel during his residence at Ephesus in Asia." Irenaeus, Against Heresies, Volume III, Chapter I.

The church Fathers also validated the writings of the New Testament, as confirmed by the following quote from Ignatius. Jesus indeed came with the sole purpose to bring us salvation. 

"Jesus Christ, who was descended from David, and was also of Mary; who was truly born, and did eat and drink. He was truly persecuted under Pontius Pilate; He was truly crucified, and [truly] died, in the sight of beings in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth. He was also truly raised from the dead, His Father quickening Him, even as after the same manner His Father will so raise up us who believe in Him by Christ Jesus, apart from whom we do not possess the true life." Ignatius, The Epistle of Ignatius to the Trallians, Chapter IX.

Question: Was there any question about the validity of the authorship of the New Testament books among the apostolic church fathers?

Your answer:

ii.
Non-Christian Evidence

b.
Jospehus

Jospehus, a renown Jewish historian from the first century, wrote books like "Wars" and the "Antquities of the Jews". He worked under Roman authority and took great care not to offend the Romans. His writing about the Jewish wars proved highly accurate and was corrobated by Tacitus and archaeological excavations at Masada. He wrote concerning the following New Testament topics:

· James 

"He assembled the sanhedrim of judges, and brought before them the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, whose name was James, and some others, [or, some of his companions]; and when he had formed an accusation against them as breakers of the law, he delivered them to be stoned." Antiquities of the Jews, book XX, Chapter 9.1

Jospeh us confirms that Jesus was a real person. He was called the "Christ" and had a brother James who died a martyr's death under the hands of the high priest Albinus.

· John the Baptist

"Now some of the Jews thought that the destruction of Herod's army came from God, and that very justly, as a punishment of what he did against John, that was called the Baptist:

for Herod slew him, who was a good man, and commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, both as to righteousness towards one another, and piety towards God, and so to come to baptism." Antiquities of the Jews, book XVIII, Chapter 5.2

This confirms John the Baptist's existence and his role of encouraging Jews to repent and be baptized. He died a martyr's death under Herod's hands.

· Jesus

"Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man; for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was [the]Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, (9) those that loved him at the first did not forsake him; for he appeared to them alive again the third day; (10) as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him. And the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day." Antiquities of the Jews, book XVIII, Chapter 3.3.

There are some controversies about this text. However this text was quoted as is by Eusebius (325 A.D.) in Ecclesiastical History, 1.11. It also exists in all the existing copies of this text. Some considered this an interpolation, since they think it is unbelievable that a Jew would acknowledge Jesus to be the Messiah and fulfilling Old Testament prophecies. Others consider this quote as a mockery concerning Christian' beliefs. In any case, Josephus acknowledged the existence of Jesus and that he did marvellous work among the crowds, attracting both Jews and gentiles. He was condemned by Pilate to die on the cross. Christians, named after him, thrived and believed he was resurrected.

c.
Tacitus

Tacitus was a first-century Roman and is considered as one of the most accurate historians of that time period. Giving account about the fire of Rome, he wrote:

"Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from every part of the world find their centre and become popular." The Annals, book XV 44. 

Tacitus confirmed as well that Christians were named after Jesus and that they were spreading even up to Rome. Tacitus declares as well that Jesus died under the hands of Pontius Pilate. The "mischievous superstition" probably refers to Jesus' resurrection.

d.
Pliny the Younger

He was a Roman writer and an administrator. He describes the early Christian worship practices in a letter to the Emperor Trajan. "They (the Christians) asserted, however, that the sum and substance of their fault or error had been that they were accustomed to meet on a fixed day before dawn and sing responsively a hymn to Christ as to a god, and to bind themselves by oath, not to some crime, but not to commit fraud, theft, or adultery, not falsify their trust, nor to refuse to return a trust when called upon to do so. When this was over, it was their custom to depart and to assemble again to partake of food--but ordinary and innocent food." 

The Letters, 10:96. Here Christians are referred to meet together on a regular basis and acknowledging Jesus as being God. Following Jesus meant to be a person of moral integrity ("not to some crime, but not to commit fraud, theft, or adultery, not falsify their trust, nor to refuse to return a trust when called upon to do so").

e.
Emperor Trajan

The emperor Trajan replied to Pliny the Younger with the following guidelines for punishing Christians:

"They are not to be sought out; if they are denounced and proved guilty, they are to be punished, with this reservation, that whoever denies that he is a Christian and really proves it--that is, by worshiping our gods--even though he was under suspicion in the past, shall obtain pardon through repentance." Pliny the Younger, The Letters, 10:97.

f.
Thallus

He is a writer from the first century. However none of his writings are still in existence. Only a few citations are found in other writers' books. Julius Africanus (220 A.D.) quoted Thallus when discussing the darkness that followed Jesus' crucifixion.

"On the whole world there pressed a most fearful darkness, and the rocks were rent by an earthquake, and many places in Judea and other districts were thrown down. This darkness Thallus, in the third book of his History, calls, as appears to me without reason, an eclipse of the sun." Julius Africanus, Chronography, 18.1 in Roberts, Alexander and James Donaldson, ed. Ante-Nicene Christian Library: Translations of the Writings of the Fathers. Vol. 1 Edingburgh: T & T Clark, 1867.

This confirms the darkness that enveloped the area where Jesus died as mentioned in the gospels.

g.
Suetonius

He was the chief secretary to the emperor Hadran. He wrote the following, confirming Acts 18:2 that Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome in 49 A.D.

"Since the Jews constantly made disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus, he expelled them from Rome." De Vita Caesarum--Divus Claudius, XXV.

iii.
Adverse Evidence

h.
Talmud

The Talmud contains a vast collection of Jewish laws and traditions. It also contains some quotes written by Jews who were opposed to Christianity; and offers indirectly some insights about Jesus, especially in its writing between 70 A.D. and 200 A.D., in the so-called Tannaitic Period. Their most renowned text is:

"They hanged Yeshu on the Sabbath of the Passover. But for forty days before that a herald went in front of him (crying), "Yeshu is to be stoned because he practiced sorcery and seduced Israel and lead them away from God. Anyone who can provide evidence on his behalf should come forward to defend him." When, however, nothing favourable about him was found, he was hanged on the Sabbath of the Passover." Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 43a.

It is amazing that those adverse to Jesus Christ could not contradict what His followers were proclaiming. Instead they called Jesus a sorcerer who led Jews astray, which in all reality acknowledges that Jesus really performed wonders, although they disputed the source of his power. Nowhere can you find among the Jewish writings in the first and secondary centuries that Jesus did not perform any miracles. Nowhere can be found someone proclaiming that Jesus' body was still in its tomb for all to see. How could this Christian movement have started right in Jerusalem, where so many were opposed to the teachings of Jesus, and where so many people witnessed personally Jesus' ministry, his arrest, his crucifixion, if people knew that Jesus' disciples were exaggerating the facts? There would have been no way. That movement would have died right in it's tracks. This movement expanded so quickly, although many persecutions arose. There had to be a reason for this. Could it be that it was because what they proclaimed really was true?

i.
Lucian of Samosata

Lucian, a Greek writer from the second-century, loved to offer sarcastic remarks about Christianity. Although he is sarcastic, he confirms indirectly what is written in the gospels.

"The Christians, you know, worship a man to this day-the distinguished personage who introduced their novel rites, and was crucified on that account.... You see, these misguided creatures start with the general conviction that they are immortal for all time, which explains the contempt of death and voluntary self-devotion which are so common among them; and then it was impressed on them by their original lawgiver that they are all brothers, from the moment that they are converted, and deny the gods of Greece, and worship the crucified sage, and live after his laws. All this they take quite on faith, with the result that they despise all worldly goods alike, regarding them merely as common property." Lucian of Samosata, Death of Pelegrine.

iv.
Conclusion

We can conclude with a question from Lee Stroebel: "Let's pretend we didn't have any of the New Testament or other Christian writings…Even without them, what would we be able to conclude about Jesus from ancient non-Christian sources, such as Josephus, the Talmud, Tacitus, Pliny the Younger, and others?"

And the answer being given from Dr. Edwin M. Yamauchi: "We would still have a onsiderable amount of important historical evidence; in fact, it would provide a kind of outline for the life of Jesus … We would know that first, Jesus was a Jewish teacher; second, many people believed that he performed healings and exorcisms; third, some people believed he was the Messiah; fourth, he was rejected by the Jewish leaders; fifth, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius; sixth, despite this shameful death, his followers, who believed that he was still alive, spread beyond Palestine so that there were multitudes of them in Rome by A.D. 64; and seventh, all kinds of people from the cities and countryside-men and women, slave and free-worshiped him as God."

Lee Stroebel. The Case for Christ. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing

House, 1998, p. 87.

Question: What was the worst that the first century critics could write against Jesus and his followers?

Your answer:

Question: Do all of these external written documents confirm or deny Jesus' existence? Why?

Your answer:

Can you believe the New Testament?

The External Evidence Test, part 2

B. Archaeological Evidence

One important source that gives credibility to any ancient writing is archaeology. If incidental details in the writings of an author are found to be accurate through archeological facts, it increases our confidence in the truthfulness of this author. Archaeology has become the Bible's best friend, often refuting accusations from critics and confirming the accuracy of its writings.

We are now going to give some samples of how archaeology confirms the veracity of the New Testament. It is not our goal to give all the detailed reports of archaeology confirming the New Testament records. This would take a multitude of books to write. This is just a taste that hopefully will encourage you for further study. The article used here was written by Patrick Zukeran, an associate speaker for Probe Ministries. Some of his article reviews what we already have found out. He is honest and up to the point. Enjoy his article.

Archaeology and the New Testament Pat Zukeran

There is an ongoing debate among scholars regarding the historical accuracy of the Bible. Some feel that the Bible is a fictitious work and should be read as a work of literary fiction. Others feel it is an accurate historical work divinely inspired by God. Archaeology has played a major role in determining the trustworthiness of the Bible. 

In a previous article, we discussed archaeological confirmations of the Old Testament. In this one, we will look at the archaeological discoveries that have confirmed the historical accuracy of the New Testament. There is a great deal of evidence outside of the Bible that confirms the account of Jesus as written in the Gospels. It is important to realize, however, that it is unrealistic to expect archaeology to back up every event and place in the New Testament. Our perspective is to look for what evidence exists and see whether or not it corresponds with the New Testament.

Historical Confirmation of Jesus

The first evidence comes from the four Gospels which, themselves, are proven to be accurate.{1} Outside the biblical text are several witnesses as well. Jewish historian Josephus (37 A.D.-100 A.D.) recorded the history of the Jewish people in Palestine from 70 A.D. to 100 A.D. In his work Antiquities, he states:

Now there was about this time, Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the gentiles. He was the Christ and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him. For he appeared alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him; and the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct to this day.{2}

Although he mentions Jesus in a sarcastic way, Josephus confirms the facts that Jesus did do many great miracles, drew a following, was crucified, and was proclaimed alive on the third day.

Pliny the Younger, Emperor of Bythynia in northwestern Turkey, writing to Emperor Trajan in 112 A.D. writes:

They were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light, when they sang an anthem to Christ as God, and bound themselves by a solemn oath not to commit any wicked deed, but to abstain from all fraud, theft and adultery, never to break their word, or deny a trust when called upon to honor it; after which it was their custom to separate, and then meet again to partake of food, but ordinary and innocent kind.

One of the most important Romans historians is Tacitus. In 115 A.D. he recorded Nero's persecution of the Christians, in the process of which he wrote the following:

Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judea, . . . but even in Rome.{3}

There are over 39 extra-biblical sources that attest to over one hundred facts regarding the life and teachings of Jesus.

Accuracy of the Gospels

The accuracy of the Gospels has been supported by archaeology. The names of many of the Israelite cities, events, and people described in them have now been located. Here are a few examples.

The Gospels mention four neighboring and well-populated coastal cities along the Sea of Galilee: Capernaum, Bethsaida, Chorazin, and Tiberias. Jesus performed many miracles in the first three cities. Despite this testimony, these cities rejected Jesus and therefore were cursed by Him (Matt. 11:20-24; Luke 10:12-16). These cities eventually disappeared from history and their locations remained missing for centuries. Their demise fulfills the prophetic condemnation of Jesus. Only recently has archaeology recovered their possible locations. Tell Hum is believed to be Capernaum. (A "tell" is a mound or elevated land that has arisen by repeated and long-term rebuilding of the same site. Layers of civilizations can be found at different strata). The locations of Bethsaida and Chorazin still remain unconfirmed, but the present site at a tell 1.5 miles north of the Galilean shoreline is believed to be Bethsaida, while Tell Khirbet Kerezah, 2.5 miles northwest of Capernaum, is thought to be Chorazin.

Matthew 2 states that Jesus was born during the reign of Herod. Upon hearing that a king had been born, the frightened Herod ordered all children under the age of two to be killed. His slaughter of innocents is consistent with the historical facts that describe his character. Herod was suspicious of anyone whom he thought may take his throne. His list of victims included one of his ten wives, who was his favorite, three of his own sons, a high priest, an ex-king, and two of his sister's husbands. Thus, his brutality portrayed in Matthew is consistent with his description in ancient history.

John's accuracy has also been attested to by recent discoveries. In John 5:1-15 Jesus heals a man at the Pool of Bethesda. John describes the pool as having five porticoes. This site had long been in dispute until recently. Forty feet underground, archaeologists discovered a pool with five porticoes, and the description of the surrounding area matches John's description. In 9:7 John mentions another long disputed site, the Pool of Siloam. However, this pool was also discovered in 1897, upholding the accuracy of John.

Evidence for Pontius Pilate, the governor who presided over the trial of Jesus, was discovered in Caesarea Maritama. In 1961, an Italian archaeologist named Antonio Frova uncovered a fragment of a plaque that was used as a section of steps leading to the Caesarea Theater. The inscription, written in Latin, contained the phrase, "Pontius Pilatus, Prefect of Judea has dedicated to the people of Caesarea a temple in honor of Tiberius." This temple is dedicated to the Emperor Tiberius who reigned from 14-37 A.D.

This fits well chronologically with the New Testament which records that Pilot ruled as procurator from 26-36 A.D. Tacitus, a Roman historian of the first century, also confirms the New Testament designation of Pilate. He writes, "Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus. . . ."

Confirmation Regarding the Crucifixion

All four Gospels give details of the crucifixion of Christ. Their accurate portrayal of this Roman practice has been confirmed by archaeology. In 1968, a gravesite in the city of Jerusalem was uncovered containing thirty-five bodies. Each of the men had died a brutal death which historians believe was the result of their involvement in the Jewish revolt against Rome in 70 A.D. The inscription identified one individual as Yohan Ben Ha'galgol. Studies of the bones performed by osteologists and doctors from the Hadassah Medical School determined the man was twenty-eight years old, stood five feet six inches, and had some slight facial defects due to a cleft right palate. What intrigued archaeologists were the evidences that this man had been crucified in a manner resembling the crucifixion of Christ. A seven-inch nail had been driven through both feet, which were turned outward so the nail could be hammered inside the Achilles tendon. Archaeologists also discovered that nails had been driven through his lower forearms. A victim of a crucifixion would have to raise and lower his body in order to breathe. To do this, he needed to push up on his pierced feet and pull up with his arms. Yohan's upper arms were smoothly worn, indicating this movement.

John records that in order to expedite the death of a prisoner, executioners broke the legs of the victim so that he could not lift himself up by pushing with his feet (19:31-33). Yohan's legs were found crushed by a blow, breaking them below the knee.

The Dead Sea Scrolls tell that both Jews and Romans abhorred crucifixion due to its cruelty and humiliation. The scrolls also state it was a punishment reserved for slaves and any who challenged the ruling powers of Rome. This explains why Pilate chose crucifixion as the penalty for Jesus.

Relating to the crucifixion, in 1878 a stone slab was found in Nazareth with a decree from Emperor Claudius who reigned from 41-54 A.D. It stated that graves must not be disturbed nor bodies to be removed. The punishment on other decrees is a fine but this one threatens death and comes very close to the time of the resurrection. This was probably due to Claudius investigating the riots of 49 A.D. He had certainly heard of the resurrection and did not want any similar incidents. This decree was probably made in connection with the Apostles' preaching of Jesus' resurrection and the Jewish argument that the body had been stolen.

Historian Thallus wrote in 52 A.D. Although none of his texts remain, his work is cited by Julius Africanus' work, Chronography. Quoting Thallus on the crucifixion of Christ, Africanus states, "On the whole world, there pressed a most fearful darkness, and the rocks were rent by an earthquake, and many places in Judea and other districts were thrown down."{4} Thallus calls this darkness, "as appears to me without reason, an eclipse of the sun."{5}

All the discoveries made are consistent with the details in the crucifixion account given by the writers of the Gospels. These facts lend indirect support for the biblical accounts of Jesus' crucifixion and that the tomb was empty.

Historical Accuracy of Luke

At one time, scholars did not view Luke's historical accounts in his Gospel and Acts as accurate. There appeared to be no evidence for several cities, persons, and locations that he named in his works. However, archaeological advances have revealed that Luke was a very accurate historian and the two books he has authored remain accurate documents of history.

One of the greatest archaeologists is the late Sir William Ramsay. He studied under the famous liberal German historical schools in the mid-nineteenth century. Known for its scholarship, this school taught that the New Testament was not a historical document. With this premise, Ramsay investigated biblical claims as he searched through Asia Minor. What he discovered caused him to reverse his initial view. He wrote:

I began with a mind unfavorable to it [Acts], for the ingenuity and apparent completeness of the Tubingen theory had at one time quite convinced me. It did not then in my line of life to investigate the subject minutely; but more recently I found myself often brought into contact with the Book of Acts as an authority for the topography, antiquities, and society of Asia Minor. It was gradually borne in upon me that in various details the narrative showed marvelous truth.{6}

Luke's accuracy is demonstrated by the fact that he names key historical figures in the correct time sequence as well as correct titles to government officials in various areas:

Thessalonica, politarchs; Ephesus, temple wardens; Cyprus, procouncil; and Malta, the first man of the island.

In Luke's announcement of Jesus' public ministry (Luke 3:1), he mentions, "Lysanius tetrarch of Abilene." Scholars questioned Luke's credibility since the only Lysanius known for centuries was a ruler of Chalcis who ruled from 40-36 B.C. However an inscription dating to be in the time of Tiberius, who ruled from 14-37 A.D., was found recording a temple dedication which names Lysanius as the "tetrarch of Abila" near Damascus. This matches well with Luke's account.

In Acts 18:12-17, Paul was brought before Gallio, the proconsul of Achaea. Once again archaeology confirms this account. At Delphi an inscription of a letter from Emperor Claudius was discovered. In it he states, "Lucius Junios Gallio, my friend, and the proconsul of Achaia . . ."{7} Historians date the inscription to 52 A.D. which corresponds to the time of the apostle's stay in 51.

In Acts 19:22 and Romans 16:23, Erastus, a coworker of Paul, is named the Corinthian city treasurer. Archaeologists excavating a Corinthian theatre in 1928 discovered an inscription. It reads, "Erastus in return for his aedilship laid the pavement at his own expense." The pavement was laid in 50 A.D. The designation of treasurer describes the work of a Corinthian aedile.

In Acts 28:7, Luke gives Plubius, the chief man on the island of Malta, the title, "first man of the island." Scholars questioned this strange title and deemed it unhistorical. Inscriptions have recently been discovered on the island that indeed gives Plubius the title of "first man."

"In all, Luke names thirty-two countries, fifty-four cities, and nine islands without error."{8} A. N. Sherwin-White states, "For Acts the confirmation of historicity is overwhelming. . . . Any attempt to reject its basic historicity must now appear absurd. Roman historians have long taken it for granted."{9}

The Shroud of Turin

The Gospels record that after His crucifixion Jesus was wrapped in a long linen cloth and placed in the tomb (Matt. 27:59). John records that when Peter investigated the empty tomb, he found the burial cloth folded neatly next to where Christ once laid (20:6-7). A linen shroud called the Shroud of Turin, on display at the Vatican, has been claimed to be that burial cloth. It is 14.25 feet long and 3.5 feet wide. On it is an image with pierced wrists and ankles believed to be that of Christ.

The shroud first appeared for public display sometime after 1357 in Lirey, France. A knight named Geoffrey de Charny brought the shroud to France. In 1453 de Charny's granddaughter gave the shroud to the Duke of Savoy who then in 1578 brought it to Turin, Italy. In 1983, it was willed to the Vatican. In 1898, Secondo Pia photographed the shroud and believed the image was a negative image like that of a photograph. This added to the mystery of the shroud since photography had not been invented during medieval times. In 1973 a group of experts confirmed the fact that no pigment of paint was found even under magnification. For many, this was proof of the shroud's authenticity.

The most extensive study was undertaken in 1977. An international team of Swiss, American, and Italian scientist studied the shroud for five days at the Savoy Royal Palace at Turin. They used six tons of equipment and 2.5 million dollars for their research. It has been one of the most intensely studied artifacts of all time. The study could not determine the authenticity of the fabric. Experiments that followed proved the image contained blood as well as aragonite, a particular calcium carbonate that is found in Jerusalem's first century tombs. Swiss criminologist Max Frei found forty-eight samples of pollen, of which seven could have come from plants in Palestine. The weave of the cloth was herringbone twill, a style that existed in ancient times.

Although these findings supported the authenticity of the shroud, other findings testified otherwise. In 1987, the shroud was carbon 14 tested to verify its date. Laboratories in Oxford, Zurich, and the University of Arizona tested the cloth. The result indicated a fourteenth century date for the shroud. This conclusion continues to be challenged and future tests are sure to follow. Another problem is that coins minted by Pontius Pilate were placed over the eyes of the figure. This was not a Jewish custom, nor does it seem likely that Joseph of Arimathea or Nicodemus would have placed on Jesus' eyes a coin with the image of the leader who condemned him. Despite the fourteenth century date, scientists are still unable to explain how the negative image was created. The shroud remains a mystery as well as a lesson for us as believers that we should not put our faith in mysterious articles.
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Question: Does archaeology confirm or deny the accuracy of the New Testament?

Your answer:

Can you believe the New Testament?

Conclusion

Dr. Archer a renown linguistic mastering more than 30 languages and a specialist in biblical criticism, gave a modest description of his qualifications:

"As an undergraduate at Harvard, I was fascinated by apologetics and biblical evidences; so I labored to obtain a knowledge of the languages and cultures that have any bearing on biblical scholarship. As a classics major in college, I received training in Latin and Greek, also in French and German. At seminary I majored in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Arabic; and in post-graduate years I became involved in Syriac and Akkadian, to the extent of teaching elective courses in each of these subjects. Earlier, during my final two years of high school, I had acquired a special interest in Middle Kingdom Egyptian studies, which was furthered as I later taught courses in this field. At the Oriental Institute in Chicago, I did specialized study in Eighteenth Dynasty historical records and also studied Coptic and Sumerian. Combined with this work in ancient languages was a full course of training at law school, after which I was admitted to the Massachusetts Bar in 1939. This gave me a thorough grounding in the field of legal evidences."

We can conclude with Dr. Archer's words:

"As I have dealt with one apparent discrepancy after another and have studied the alleged contradictions between the biblical record and the evidence of linguistics, archaeology, or science, my confidence in the trustworthiness of Scripture has been repeatedly verified and strengthened by the discovery that almost every problem in Scripture that has ever been discovered by man, from ancient times until now, has been dealt with in a completely satisfactory manner by the biblical text itself-or else by objective archaeological information. The deductions that may be validly drawn from ancient Egyptian, Sumerian, or Akkadian documents all harmonize with the biblical record; and no properly trained evangelical scholar has anything to fear from the hostile arguments and challenges of humanistic rationalists or detractors of any and every persuasion… There is a good and sufficient answer in Scripture itself to refute every charge that has ever been leveled against it. But this is only to be expected from the kind of book the Bible asserts itself to be, the inscripturation of the infallible, inerrant Word of the Living God."

Archer, Gleason L. Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1982,

p. 12.

Question: What is your verdict about the New Testament?

Your answer:

May I encourage you to read these fantastic books found in the New Testament.

Who inspired these books?

2 Tim 3:16 "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness." NKJV

Who can make its words come alive to you?

John 16:13 "But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth." NIV

Why don't you ask His guidance now and open the pages revealing God's outstanding offer to you.

"Father, I come to you with a humble heart, asking for your guidance. I am so confused about what is the truth. As you inspired the authors of the New Testament, I ask you to inspire me and fill me with your Holy Spirit. Open the meaning of your Holy Book to me and help me getting to know you better. Thank you Father.

In Jesus' name. Amen"

