A Weekend Spent With The Lay Witnesses

We spent the weekend of 18/20 April, 2009 in the company of The Lay Witnesses at the Methodist Church of Mokopane. It was an unforgettable 3 days.

Who aar the Lay Witnesses?

Before I tell you about our weekend with the Lay Witnesses, let me first tell you who they are. They are a group of ordinary people spending many weekends delivering their life experiences on the road of a Christian visiting congregations who invite them. What better way is there than to give witness of what happened in their own lives? Witnesses given through-out the weekend ranged from the loss of a child, motor accidents, marriage problems, wrong decisions, in fact experiences we all can relate to.

What does such a weekend look like?
The weekend starts off on Friday evening and follow through until the Sunday morning service after which you will find that it feels like parting from beloved friends.

Let me tell you about our special weekend:

We all love good food, and if it is so well-prepared as it was at the local Methodist church on that Friday evening, the atmosphere cannot be anything else but spontaneous, warm and outbursts of laughter ringing from the different tables!

On Friday night we heard three Personal witnesses before we joined in small groups each under the leadership of one of our visitors. The topic dealt with questions such as:

1. What would I like to see happen in this church as a result of this weekend? Sadly many of the issues raised are issues we hear from many congregations, such as: More love amongst congregation members which will lead to unity and supporting one another in all aspects of our lives.

2. What would I like to happen in my own life?

3. What can I do to help bring these things about? A wake-up call to all of us to become involved and leave our comfort zone as spectators in our congregations. We went home with lots of thinking and prayers to do.
After the Saturday morning breakfast before we joined in small groups again, we tried to convince the ladies who were responsible for the superb food to make it a regular Saturday morning happening. Sadly they refused!  

The rest of the day we met in small tea groups opening our hearts to one another sharing personal experiences on our walk with Jesus Christ and discussed topics as provided by the Lay Witnesses. All the small group meetings went according to specific thought provoking topics.

After the Evening Supper, and a short witness service in the Church,, we met for the last time in small groups where we again received food for our souls through sharing and discussion.

On Sunday morning the church were filled with members of the Congregation as well as visitors who did not want to miss-out on any of the witnesses given by this wonderful team of ordinary people representing all walks of life.  

As I said before, we parted as old, beloved friends and again went home with thoughts to ponder, action to be taken and thankful hearts towards our Lord who are our Father who knows us best and loves us regardless of our own shortcomings, lack of faith and total dependence on Him.

We were all given the opportunity to join the Lay Witnesses by filling out application forms.

The local Congregation is now left to do follow-up on the activities of this very special weekend. They have to decide whether or not to invite the Lay Witnesses for the remaining weekends dealing with:

2.
Recap on communications amongst members of the congregation through love and commitment as well as to delve deeper into faithful fellowship.

3.
During the third invitation weekend They venture into Discipleship, out reach within the specific Congregation as well as beyond their church’s boundaries.

4.
The last invitation weekend deals with “The Abundant life” which rounds up the full course. It is an overview of all the previous stages and concludes the full circle of their out reach program.

Thank you Piet Strydom and your group for the refreshing and inspiring weekend.
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How to go about inviting the Lay Witnesses:
Their recruitment committee do out reach via pamphlets, calls to preachers, visits to all denominations’ churches before they lead the weekend activities. The aim of their visits prior to the Lay Witness weekend are to familiarize them with the feel and running of services as they fit in with the congregation’s structure instead of taking over and do things their way.

Your church leaders then Work through a committee who take invitations to coordinators, the Coordinator contacts the Reverent/Pastor/Dominee, and pays a few visits to the church to meet the congregation and familiarizes him/her with the service procedures enabling the Lay Witnesses to walk into a familiar situation as explained by their leader who has been there before.
Well before the weekend preparation books are handed to the Pastor/Reverent/Dominee with details on: catering, tea groups, transport, accommodation, worship, etc.

To contact them, send an Email to: 
piet@avconsulting.co.za

Or visit their Website at:

www.laywitness.co.za
