Laptop Computer – Hiking trail – Jesus’ Gospel?

What does a laptop computer, a hiking trail have in common with the Gospel of Jesus? To James from Mokopane and his Missionary everything.  Let us follow him on the road from Taiwan to Mokopane.

James was born in Taiwan where he and his Chinese parents lived. They were a poor family which meant that he had to earn the money enabling him to enrol at the college for further studies. He studied hard, worked evenings and weekends to earn enough money to pay for his tuition and personal keep. 

He followed this pattern until a friend approached him and asked James to help them in their mission for Christ.  In his busy schedule there were just not time left to go out as a missionary.  True to his faith in Christ he accepted the offer to teach computer literacy to the people who needed it. He was able to  apply his computer knowledge and skills to earn an income and, placing his trust in God through prayer was soon earning more than he did with his evening and weekend jobs.  

After doing his training in the army, where his natural leadership skills were well sharpened and enhanced, he took a two-year course as social worker. This enhanced his skills further preparing him for the road the Lord placed his feet on in His service. 

David was employed at a big mining company who eventually sent him to South Africa six years ago. He did not want to come to South Africa as everybody warned him not to go to “that violent” country. Even his girlfriend turned a cold shoulder as her parents refused to allow her to go to “that bad country.”

When James arrived in South Africa he could not understand English which made communication very difficult. Being the man he is, he now speaks English with a beautiful Chinese accent. Salome, his assistant, accompanies him and act as interpreter when necessary.

David took an interest in the community around Mokopane, especially the children of Bakenberg. After three years in Mokopane he started his work for Christ among these youngsters. 

His missionary work Started with 5 refurbished laptops he receive as donations from China and through prayer now have 20 laptops. He selects applicants for computer literacy classes. These classes include life skills training as well as time spend on his missionary work. One of the criteria to qualify for computer training is that the youngsters be prepared to go out and do the same work. They are supplied with a refurbished laptop enabling them to take their facilities to the children even where there is no electricity. 

The other leg of his youth mission is to take the grade 11 and 12 children out into nature. They keep up and plan and lay out new hiking trails. In doing this they are lead to love and preserve nature. It also ensures that they can start a career as they are trained to become guides on these hiking trails, earning some money to support themselves. Out in nature the gospel of Jesus becomes real and the appreciation for God’s creation becomes a reality.

The mining company’s work at the mine is done and James will leave in more or less six months. He is not leaving a gap in the continuation of his work among the youngsters of Bakenberg. There are already 30 volunteers trained to continue the Missionary when he leaves. The testimonies from the parents of these children on the changed lives of their kids, and through them in the parents, is remarkable. James’s missionary through laptop computers and hiking trails has empowered many youngsters to go out and erns an income for themselves and continue through prayer and faith making dissipels for Jesus Christ. 

Thank you James for the love you have for young people and Jesus, bringing them together in this special way. We wish you and your Taiwan wife, yes this girl was prepared to join and marry James in South Africa, and your one-year old baby the Lord’s blessings where ever He leads you from here.

