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The Nugget has received requests from subscribers to run a series focusing on gates in the Bible. The Bible is full of references to gates, many of which were in relation to the gates of ancient Jerusalem. This ongoing series, "The Gates of Jerusalem", looks at what these gates can teach us today. Many thanks to Nugget author and Answers2Prayer volunteer, Sue Ramsey, for supplying the research that this series is based upon.

For previous lessons on "The Gates of Jerusalem", please see:

http://www.sermonillustrator.org/minisermons/Folder5/gates_in_the_bible.htm

   .

The Gates of Jerusalem, Part 1

Gates? Who Cares???

Many of you are no doubt aware that ancient cities were often more like fortresses than like our modern cities. The perimeters consisted of one or more massive stone walls with multiple gates. In times of war, enemy forces often concentrated their attacks on these openings, typically the weakest part of the city wall, and the gates were usually constructed in such a way that they were flanked by, or actually part of, one or more defensive guard towers. These gates typically had names that signified something about either their position or their purpose.

The gates were important to the city for many reasons. For one thing, they were the only avenues for people and animals to enter or exit the city. They also provided the city with access to food, merchandise, and sometimes even to water. Without gates the city would have been a virtual prison and a death trap.

Ancient Jerusalem was fortified in this way. The city has had numerous gates that have been called by a variety of names throughout history. Some of these gates were destroyed in various campaigns and never rebuilt, and some were later sealed off; but you can still walk through some of them, even today.

What can we learn from a study that looks at the gates of Jerusalem?

Each gate of Jerusalem speaks of different experiences in our Christian life that we need to pass through. Their specific order and position gives us insight into the journey that each of God's children must walk. The upcoming studies will be focusing on each of the gates set up by Nehemiah and his crew during the rebuilding of Jerusalem circa 466 B.C. [1], and on the important lessons God has to teach us through each one. Before getting into the actual gates however, let's take a moment and look at what Jesus Himself taught about the significance of gates:

"Enter through the NARROW GATE. For WIDE is the GATE and broad is the road that leads to DESTRUCTION, and many enter through it. But SMALL is the GATE and narrow the road that leads to LIFE, and only a few find it."

 (Matt 7:13-14 NIV, Emphasis added).

In this famous quote from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is making reference to the ancient custom of walled cities. The "Life" is the Kingdom of God, and just like ancient cities had walls for protection, God's Kingdom is our protection from the world. And just like anyone who wanted to enter or leave the ancient walled cities had to do so by passing through a gate, there is only one way into the Kingdome of God: Through the gate!

But Jesus is also introducing another very important Truth here: In life, there are only two paths that we may choose to walk. One leads to destruction, the other to life!

Interestingly, the gate to the first path, the one that leads to "destruction", is described as being "wide" and easy to find, but the gate to the second path, the path that leads to "life" is "small", and "only a few find it".

Just what is this "gate"?

We find the answer in the book of John: "I tell you the truth, I AM THE GATE for the sheep. All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I AM THE GATE; whoever enters THROUGH ME will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture."

(John 10:7-10)

Friends, Jesus Himself, is the "small" gate that "only a few find"! The gate represents Jesus' gift for us on the cross! "I tell you the truth, THE MAN WHO DOES NOT ENTER THE SHEEP PEN BY THE GATE, but climbs in by some other way, IS A THIEF AND A ROBBER." (John 10:1 NIV Emphasis added)

There is only one way to obtain the abundant life found only in the Kingdom of God: We have to pass through Jesus! We have to accept His gift of Salvation. His gift of the cross! Those who try other ways are called "thieves" and "robbers!"

But just how would one try to climb in any other way? Paul gives us the answer:

"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God- NOT BY WORKS, SO THAT NO ONE CAN BOAST." (Eph 2:8-9, Emphasis added)

Friends, when we try to bypass Jesus' gift of Salvation; when we try to enter into the Kingdom of God by our own works and not by full and total submission to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, it is like we are boasting, like we are saying, "Look! I'm good enough! I don't need Jesus!" This is robbing Jesus of His rightful place! This is taking the glory of Jesus' gift for us on the cross from Him, and putting it on ourselves! This is thievery and robbery!

Enough to ponder, but do ponder this: The "small gate", Jesus' gift of Salvation, is the ONLY way to enter into the Kingdom of God, to enter into life eternal. Those who try to earn their salvation by anything that they do are considered to be "thieves" and "robbers", because they are taking the glory of Jesus' precious gift on the cross and putting it upon themselves!

Please see "The Gates of Jerusalem", Part 2 for the history surrounding the specific gates to be addressed in the upcoming studies of this series.

God bless each of you abundantly!

Sue Ramsey & Lyn Chaffart Volunteers, Answers2Prayer Ministries, www.Answers2Prayer.org

The Gates of Jerusalem, Part 2

The Rebuilding of Jerusalem

In "The Gates of Jerusalem, Part 1" we discovered that gates, being an intricate part of the defense systems of ancient cities, held such significance to the old world that Jesus, in reference to His gift of Salvation, calls Himself the "small gate", the ONLY way to enter into the Kingdom of God. Those who try to earn their salvation by anything that they "do", are considered to be "thieves" and "robbers", because they are taking the glory of Jesus' precious gift on the cross and putting it upon themselves!

Because the old city of Jerusalem has had numerous gates over the two thousand or so years of Bible history, and because its individual gates have been known by a variety of names, it is difficult to know where to begin a study on Jerusalem's gates. In an account of the rebuilding of Jerusalem, Nehemiah 3 gives us the best summary of Jerusalem's gates to be found in the Bible, and the remaining lessons in this study will be based upon this list.

To get started, let's take a short trip back into history, back to circa 587 BC [4]:

"Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard, an official of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. He SET FIRE TO THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD, the royal palace and all the houses of Jerusalem. Every important building he burned down. The whole Babylonian army, under the commander of the imperial guard, BROKE DOWN THE WALLS AROUND JERUSALEM. Nebuzaradan the commander of the guard carried into exile the people who remained in the city, along with the rest of the populace and those who had gone over to the king of Babylon." (2 Kings 25:8-12 NIV)

And so it was. The holy city was destroyed and the Jews were taken into captivity.

For 70 long years they remained in Babylon, and in 538 BC [2], when they were finally allowed to return, their first task was to rebuilt the temple. The city walls, however, continued to lie in ruin for the next 72 years [3], and without the protection of the walls and their gates, the people were vulnerable to attack.

This is the background behind the story of Nehemiah, the man responsible for rebuilding Jerusalem's walls and gates. Nehemiah was a Jew, probably from the tribe of Levi [1]. He was in the service of king Artaxerxes when he got the following report from Jerusalem:

"Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire." (Neh 1:3 NIV). Nehemiah immediately ". . . Sat down and wept." (Neh. 1:4a). In his own words he says: "For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven." (Neh 1:4b-5 NIV) It was laid heavily upon his heart to rebuild his beloved city, and when the opportunity arose, he made his desire known to the king:

"If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it." (Neh 2:3-5 NIV)

With the king's permission and support, this is exactly what Nehemiah did. His task wasn't easy however, for there continued to be many who didn't want to see the city rebuilt. In fact, opposition was so heavy that Nehemiah's men were forced to work with one hand on their swords: "From that day on, half of my men did the work, while the other half were equipped with spears, shields, bows and armor. The officers posted themselves behind all the people of Judah who were building the wall. Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held a weapon in the other, and each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked." (Neh 4:16-18 NIV). But in the end, the walls WERE rebuilt, and the gates WERE hung, and this in a remarkable 52 day! (See Neh. 6:15)

Friends, the lesson to be learned from the rebuilder of Jerusalem's walls and gates is just this: God laid something upon his heart, and he acted upon it! If Nehemiah had ignored God's urging, the walls would have never been rebuilt. If he had allowed himself to become discouraged with the enormity of the task or with the dangers and the opposition at hand, the walls would have remained in ruins. But he didn't. Nehemiah kept his eyes fixed upon God, and the walls were rebuilt!

The writer of Hebrews admonishes us to do the same thing:

". . . Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith . . ." (Heb 12:1-2 NIV) `

Enough to ponder, but do ponder this: Has God laid something on your heart? If He has, then act on it! Follow Nehemiah's example! Fast and pray until God opens the doors, and when He does, move on in! Don't become discouraged; don't look at the impossibility of the task. Instead, trust in the One who is in charge, and you WILL SUCCEED!

God bless each of you abundantly!

Sue Ramsey & Lyn Chaffart

Volunteers, Answers2Prayer Ministries,

www.Answers2Prayer.org

[1]
Adam Clark's Commentary on Nehemiah 1. See also Nehemiah 1 
[2]
Barns' Notes on Ezra 1. See also Ezra 1. 
[3]
Adam Clark's Commentary on Ezra 1. See also Nehemiah 

[4]
Barns Notes on 2 Kings 25:8. See also 2 Kings 25.
The Gates of Jerusalem, Part 3

The Sheep Gate

In last week's lesson on the gates of Jerusalem, we took a look at the history behind the only reference in scripture to all of Jerusalem's gates: the rebuilding of Jerusalem in B.C. 466, under the leadership of Nehemiah. We learned that if God has laid something on your heart, then you must follow Nehemiah's example and act upon it. You not allow yourself to become discouraged or to look at the impossibility of the task. Instead, you must trust in the One who is in charge, and you WILL SUCCEED! Today's lesson takes us to the first gate mentioned in the series: The Sheep Gate.

"Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went to work and rebuilt the SHEEP GATE. They dedicated it and set its doors in place, building as far as the Tower of the Hundred, which they dedicated, and as far as the Tower of Hananel." (Neh 3:1 NIV) 

The first gate mentioned in the rebuilding of Jerusalem was known as the Sheep Gate. It is believed to have been a gate in the eastern wall, near the pool of Bethesda [1], and it is believed that this was the gate by which the offerings or sacrifices were brought into the temple. In fact, it is suggested that this was the first gate rebuilt BECAUSE it was used for this purpose! [2]

Interestingly, the Sheep Gate is also the LAST gate mentioned in the list: "and between the room above the corner and the Sheep Gate the goldsmiths and merchants made repairs." (Neh 3:32 NIV) This means that the Sheep Gate was not only the starting point, but it was also the ending point of the wall!

So what, then, is the significance for us today of a gate where sheep entered into the temple area for slaughter? What is the significance of a gate mentioned both first and last in a list?

Sheep and lambs are used in the Bible as symbols of Christ: "The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, 'Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!'" (John 1:29-30 NIV)

Friends, Jesus is the Lamb of God. Jesus is the one who takes away the sin of the world! The Sheep Gate, then, speaks of the very first experience we come into in our Christian life - the realization that Jesus, the Lamb of God, takes away the sins of the world! The Sheep Gate speaks to us of the cross and the sacrifice that was made for our sins!

Jesus' death on the cross is the starting point of everything, and it is also the end of everything. Everything begins and ends with Jesus' sacrifice!

Have you passed through the "Sheep Gate"? If you have, then you've taken the first, most necessary step to a Christian life. If you have not, why not do so today? It is what He died for you to do! It is His greatest anticipation! Do it today, friend! Make Him happy by putting His sacrifice to work in YOUR life! If you would like to answer the Savior's Call, go to

http://www.answers2prayer.org/saviours_call.html

Enough to ponder, friends, but do ponder this: The Sheep Gate speaks to us of the cross and the sacrifice that Jesus made for our sins. It is the starting point and also the end of everything. If you haven't already done so, don't wait! Pass through the Sheep Gate today!

God bless each of you abundantly.

Sue Ramsey & Lyn Chaffart Volunteers, Answers2Prayer Ministries, www.Answers2Prayer.org

[1]
from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft 
[2]
from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft
The Gates of Jerusalem, Part 4

The Fish Gate

In last week's lesson on the gates of Jerusalem, we saw that the first gate mentioned, the Sheep Gate, speaks to us of the cross and the sacrifice that Jesus made for our sins. It is the starting point and also the end of everything. Today's lesson takes us to the next gate mentioned in the series: The Fish Gate.

"The Fish Gate was rebuilt by the sons of Hassenaah. They laid its beams and put its doors and bolts and bars in place . . ." (Neh 3:3,4 NIV)

The Fish Gate was a gate in the north wall, just a little to the east of the modern Damascus gate. [1] It was the closest gate to the fish market, and it is believed that fishermen from the Sea of Galilee and the Jordan River, Jewish and Syrian alike, used this gate to bring fish to market. [2]

So what does a gate used for the purpose of bringing fish to market have to do with us today? 
Jesus gave us the answer very early on in His ministry, when he called two of His first disciples: "'Come, follow me,' Jesus said, 'and I will make you FISHERS OF MEN.'" (Matt 4:19-20 NIV)

The Fish Gate speaks to us of evangelism! We have all been called to be "fishers of men"!

This gate's position, after the Sheep Gate that speaks to us of Jesus' gift on the cross, is a natural progression for the Christian life. After seeing that Jesus died for our sins and after accepting His gift of salvation, it is only natural that we would want to tell others about it. In fact, surveys have shown that those who win the most people to the Lord are believers who have been saved for less than two years! Their simple testimony of what Jesus has done in their lives qualifies them to be great "fishers of men"!

But not only is this a natural progression for new believers, it was also a major focus of Jesus' earthly ministry: "He told them, 'The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.'" (Luke 10:2-4 NIV).

Is it any wonder that this was also at the center of Jesus' last direct command before He ascended to Heaven? "THEREFORE GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you." (Matt 28:19-20 NIV); "GO INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH THE GOOD NEWS TO ALL CREATION." (Mark 16:15-16 NIV); and "The third time he said to him, 'Simon son of John, do you love me?' Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, 'Do you love me?' He said, 'Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.' Jesus said, 'FEED MY SHEEP.'" (John 21:17-18 NIV) In fact, this has come to be known as "The Great Commission!" 

Friends, once we have come to know our Lord and Savior, it isn't enough to just sit back and enjoy what we have. We are COMMANDED to tell others about what we've learned!

And why not? We can't be guaranteed that someone else will tell them! If we don't obey the Great Commission, we could be condemning the people we love and care about, the people Jesus died for, to their final punishment in Hell!

Enough to ponder, friends, but do ponder this: After receiving Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we are COMMANDED to pass through the Fish Gate, to become "fishers of men", to tell the Good News of Jesus Christ to others.

Join us next week to see what lesson can be learned from the next gate in the wall, the Old Gate.

God bless each of you abundantly.

Sue Ramsey & Lyn Chaffart Volunteers, Answers2Prayer Ministries, www.Answers2Prayer.org

[1]
from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft on Nehemiah 3:3.

[2]
from Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. on Nehemiah 3:3.
The Gates of Jerusalem, Part 5

The Old Gate

In last week's lesson on the gates of Jerusalem, we saw that the second gate mentioned, the Fish Gate, speaks to us of evangelism. The reason the Fish Gate is mentioned after the Sheep Gate is that the first thing God wants us to do once we've accepted His gift of salvation is to tell others about the Good News of Salvation! Today's lesson takes us to the Old Gate.

"Moreover Jehoiada the son of Paseah and Meshullam the son of Besodeiah repaired the Old Gate; they laid its beams and hung its doors, with its bolts and bars.” NKJV (Neh 3:6 NIV)

The third gate mentioned in Nehemiah's account was known as the "Old Gate", or the "Jeshanah" gate, as translated in some Bibles. Commentaries are not in agreement as to why this gate is referred to as the "Old Gate". One theory states that this is the "gate of the old town", explaining this by calling Bezetha, a suburb or village in front of the gate, the "new town" [1]. Another theory states that it is called the Old Gate because it belonged to the ancient city of Salem that was first built by Melchizedek [2].

There is also some question as to where this gate actually stood. It is said to be: "Either the modern Damascus gate, the main entrance to the city on the north side; or a gate a little further eastward." [3] But despite the lack of agreement between scholars, the Old Gate still speaks two important messages to us today. 

First of all, the Old Gate speaks to us of the "old ways of truth". After experiencing the Sheep Gate and becoming a Christian, and then beginning to share our faith with others, thus passing through the Fish Gate, we often begin to go through trials and we find that our newly-found faith is being tested. When this happens, it is time to enter through the Old Gate to learn the ways of truth that never change.

This returning to the "old ways" is an ancient truth, an admonition given in the early days of Bible history. As early as the book of Deuteronomy, Israel was admonished to: "Remember the days of old; consider the generations long past." (Deut 32:7 NIV). When the people refused to do so, God turned against them. The prophet Jeremiah admonished them: "Stand at the crossroads and look; ASK FOR THE ANCIENT PATHS, ask where the GOOD WAY IS, and WALK IN IT, and you will find rest for your souls." (Jeremiah 6:16, NIV). And when "His people recalled the DAYS OF OLD, the days of Moses and his people . . ." (Isa 63:11 NIV), they remembered how God's hand was mighty and powerful to save. They turned back to Him and He saved them.

Friends, when our faith is tested, when circumstances crowd around us that seem too big to overcome, when it seems that the problems are even too big for God, we are told to enter through the "Old Gate". "Remember the DAYS OF OLD"! Enter into God's Word! Look back and remember God's hand in history! We can be encouraged that the God who parted the Red Sea is big enough to bring us through whatever circumstances we face! But this isn't always easy, is it? And herein lies the second important lesson to be learned from the Old Gate.

The Old Gate was rebuilt by Jehoida the son of Paseah and Meshullam the son of Besodeiah. If you look a few verses earlier in the chapter, you will notice that the Sheep Gate was rebuilt by priests and the Fish Gate by brothers. In fact, most of the gates were rebuilt by people who were related in some way, but we are not told of any particular relationship between Jehoiada and Meshullam.

Why is this significant? Because so many things in life cannot be done by ourselves! It's too easy to become discouraged! Is it any wonder that the church is told fourteen times in the New Testament alone to "Encourage one another daily" (Heb. 3:13)? When God gives us tasks or allows us to go through circumstances that are too big for one person, we can rest assured that we don't have to do it alone! Besides having God by our side, we also have the body of Christ to encourage us!

Enough to ponder, friends, but do ponder this: When discouragement sets in, when the task before you seems too big, remember the Old Gate! Remember to look back in the days of old, and be encouraged that this same God is with you today. But don't try to go through it alone. Remember to reach out to your brothers and sisters in Christ for strength to carry on!

Join us next week to take a look at what the Valley Gate has to teach us.

God bless each of you abundantly.

Sue Ramsey & Lyn Chaffart Volunteers, Answers2Prayer Ministries,

www.Answers2Prayer.org

[1]
(from Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. on Neh. 3:6)

[2]
(from Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible: New Modern Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1991 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., on Neh. 3:6)

[3]
(from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft, on Neh. 3:6)
The Gates of Jerusalem, Part 6

The Valley Gate

In last week's lesson on the gates of Jerusalem, we saw that when we are faced with trials and temptations and discouragement begins to set in, we need to walk through the third gate of Jerusalem, the Old Gate. We need to remember God's faithfulness in the past, and know that this same faithfulness will carry us through today. But we don't have to walk the path alone! We can turn to our brothers and sisters in Christ to help us carry on! Today's lesson takes us to the next gate mentioned in the series: The Valley Gate.

"The Valley Gate was repaired by Hanun and the residents of Zanoah. They rebuilt it and put its doors and bolts and bars in place. They also repaired five hundred yards of the wall as far as the Dung Gate." (Neh 3:13 NIV)

According to commentaries, the Valley Gate lay in the west, in the neighbourhood of the present Jaffa gate. The gate and the piece of wall were constructed by Hanum, who is believed to be the chief or ruler of Zanoah, and its inhabitants. [1] Zanoah, now known as "Zanna" is on the west side of Jerusalem, at a distance of about 10 kilometers. [2]

Interestingly, there is an extensive, though not specified, length of wall between the Valley Gate and the previous gate, the Old Gate. We can assume this by the fact that Nehemiah 3 records eight separate sections of the wall being completed before coming to the Valley Gate. As well, after this gate was a piece of wall approximately 500 meters before the next gate (See Nehemiah 3:7-12)

What does this "Valley Gate" and the lengthy pieces of wall leading up to and away from it mean to us today?

Two things, actually. The word "Valley" is used symbolically in the Bible as a place of sorrow, of trials, of humbling experiences: "Even though I walk through the VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH . . ." (Ps 23:4 NIV).

No one ever said that the road walked by a Christian is an easy one: "In this world you will have trouble." (John 16:33a NIV). This must not discourage us however, for Jesus goes on to say: "But take heart! I have overcome the world." (Luke 3:5b)

Even in the natural realm, nothing grows on high mountaintops. It is in the valleys that we see vegetation. It is no different in the Spiritual realm. Our Spiritual growth occurs when we are walking through the "valleys", the trials and tribulations that will come to every Christian. Remember that we are admonished MANY TIMES to be thankful for our trials: "Not only so, but we also REJOICE IN OUR SUFFERINGS . . . " (Rom. 5:3).

Why?
". . . Because we know that suffering produces PRESEVERANCE, perseverance, CHARACTER; and character, HOPE." (Rom 5:4).

Friends, we may not enjoy walking in the valley, but it is a necessary part of our Spiritual growth!

The second lesson we can learn comes from the lengthy sections of walls between the Valley Gate and the Old Gate. When a new Christian comes to the Lord, He often allows a "honeymoon" type period free of major trials, where God can teach us personally, and where His presence becomes strong in our lives. As indicated by the sections of walls before and after the Valley Gate, this "honeymoon" period can go on for quite awhile, and its purpose is to strengthen us in the Lord for our "Valley" experiences.

It's important for every Christian to know that hard times WILL come; but not until God Himself has conditioned us to be able to stand up to them! Remember His promise: "No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear . . . He will also PROVIDE a WAY OUT so that you can STAND UP UNDER IT." (1 Cor 10:13 NIV)

This "way" He provides is the opportunities He gives us to walk with Him, to learn to trust Him in everything. If we don't take advantage of these lengthy wall sections by working on establishing a strong relationship with Him, then when the Valley Gate actually arrives, we will not be able to stand up!

Friends, if you are right now at the Valley Gate, reach out to God. He will help you through. But if you find yourself, instead, on the wall leading up to the Valley Gate, then take advantage of the time. Work on your relationship with Him. Learn to trust Him, learn what it means to lean explicitly upon Him. If you do, you will have the "way out" at your disposal when you arrive at the Valley Gate!

Enough to ponder, friends, but do ponder this: Trials and tribulations will come in every Christian's walk, yet we will never be tried beyond what we can bear with God at our side. God gives us the time we need to learn to trust Him and lean explicitly on Him so that we can stand up to those "valley" experiences. It is our responsibility to take advantage of these times by walking with God everyday, by working on our relationship with Him and learning to trust Him. If we do, that "valley" experience will be manageable!

Join us next week to take a look at what the Dung Gate has to teach us.

God bless each of you abundantly.

Sue Ramsey & Lyn Chaffart Volunteers, Answers2Prayer Ministries,

www.Answers2Prayer.org

[1]
from Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. - on Nehemiah 3:13.

[2]
from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft – on Nehemiah 3:13.
The Gates of Jerusalem, Part 7

The Dung Gate

In last week's lesson on the gates of Jerusalem, we saw that trials and tribulations will come in every Christian's walk, yet we will never be tried beyond what we can bear with God at our side. God gives us the time we need to learn to trust Him and lean explicitly on Him so that we can stand up to those "valley" experiences. It is our responsibility to take advantage of these times by walking with God everyday, by working on our relationship with Him and learning to trust Him. If we do, that "valley" experience will be manageable! Today's lesson takes us to the next gate mentioned in the series: The Dung Gate.

"The Dung Gate was repaired by Malkijah son of Recab, ruler of the district of Beth Hakkerem. He rebuilt it and put its doors and bolts and bars in place." (Neh 3:14 NIV) 

There is little in the Bible commentaries concerning the Dung Gate. It was believed to have been built at a distance of at least 1500 feet from the previous gate, the Valley Gate, though some say it may have actually been built even farther than that, as it was far from the road. The gate itself was built by just one person, Malkijah, son of Recab, and it was believed to be used to take the rubbish out of Jerusalem, down to the valley of Hinnom, to be burned. [1]

What does this "Dung Gate" mean to us today? 
In order to fully understand, let's first remember the significance of the previous gate, the Valley Gate, symbolic of the trials that Christians pass through in order for their faith to grow. God allows the "valley" experience to teach us things and to clear out the "junk" in our characters. And once God has uncovered this "junk" and helped us to deal with it, then it must be disposed of, hence, the Dung Gate!

Just imagine for a moment what a city the size of Jerusalem might look like if there were no place to dispose of the rubbish. Imagine what your own home might begin to look like if you never cleaned out the trash! It is the same in our lives. Clearing away the "dung" is never easy, but it is very beneficial, not only to ourselves, but also to those around us.

But just what is this "rubbish"?

The New Testament doesn't make any reference to "rubbish", but it makes many references to "old": "Get rid of the OLD YEAST that you may be a new batch without yeast-as you really are." (1 Cor 5:10 NIV). In 1 Cor. 5:8 we are told what that OLD YEAST is: ". . . The yeast of MALICE AND WICKEDNESS . . ." There it is: our first definition of "rubbish" - Malice and wickedness!

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the OLD HAS GONE, the NEW has come!" (2 Cor 5:17 NIV); "For we know that our OLD self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin- because anyone who has died has been freed from sin." (Rom 6:6-7 NIV); and "Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your OLD SELF WITH ITS PRACTICES and have put on the NEW SELF, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator." (Col 3:9-10 NIV).

Eph 4:22 gives us an idea of what the "old self" is: "you were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to PUT OFF YOUR OLD SELF, which is being corrupted by ITS DECEITFUL DESIRES . . ." 

The next definition of "rubbish" is our deceitful desires!

"The ACTS OF THE SINFUL NATURE are obvious: SEXUAL IMMORALITY, IMPURITY and DEBAUCHERY; IDOLATRY and WITCHCRAFT; HATRED, DISCORD, JEALOUSY, fits of RAGE, SELFISH AMBITION, DISSENTIONS, FACTIONS and ENVY; DRUNKENNESS, ORGIES, and the like." (Gal 5:17-21)

That pretty well sums it up, doesn't it? The "rubbish", or the "dung" that must be done away with, is malice, wickedness, deceitful desires-basically our sinful natures!

We must do away with our old selves so that the image of Christ can begin to be reflected in our lives!

Enough to ponder, friends, but do ponder this: When God walks us through the "Valley" experience, He often does so to uncover rubbish of our own sinful natures. Once out in the open, this needs to be transported out of our lives, through the Dung Gate, to be burned so as to never return.

But how can the rubbish be "tossed", and what are the benefits of tossing it? Join us next week to take a look at the next gate in the series, the Fountain Gate!

God bless each of you abundantly.

Sue Ramsey & Lyn Chaffart Volunteers, Answers2Prayer Ministries, www.Answers2Prayer.org

[1]
from Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.) on Neh. 3:13,14
The Gates of Jerusalem, Part 8

The Fountain Gate

In last week's lesson on the gates of Jerusalem, we saw that when God walks us through the "Valley" experience, He often does so to uncover rubbish of our own sinful natures. Once out in the open, this needs to be transported out of our lives, through the Dung Gate, to be burned so as to never return. Today's lesson takes us to the next gate mentioned in the series: The Fountain Gate.

"The Fountain Gate was repaired by Shallun son of Col-Hozeh, ruler of the district of Mizpah. He rebuilt it, roofing it over and putting its doors and bolts and bars in place. He also repaired the wall of the Pool of Siloam, by the King's Garden, as far as the steps going down from the City of David." (Neh 3:15-16 NIV)

We know from the above text, based on the description of the adjoining length of wall that Shallum also repaired, that the Fountain Gate was on the wall of the pool of Shelach, also known as Siloah, by the king's garden. [1] We also know that the pool of Siloah received its water from a subterranean conduit 1750 feet long, cut through the rock from the Fountain of the Virgin [2]. Hence the name, Fountain Gate!

It is interesting to note that there is no length of wall given in Nehemiah to separate the Fountain Gate from the previous Dung Gate. There are many possible explanations for this. Some speculate that this portion of wall had not been destroyed, therefore it did not need to be rebuilt. Others would argue that the rebuilding of every portion of the wall was not always outlined in Nehemiah, while some hypothesize that the Dung Gate and the Fountain Gate were very close together.

And what does the "Fountain Gate" represent for us today?

There are many symbolic references to a fountain in the Bible. The first is wisdom: "The TEACHING OF THE WISE is a FOUNTAIN OF LIFE, turning a man from the snares of death." (Prov 13:14 NIV).

The next text makes reference to the fountain being the fear of God: "The FEAR OF THE LORD is a FOUNTAIN OF LIFE, turning a man from the snares of death." (Prov 14:27 NIV)

The fountain is also righteousness: "The mouth of the RIGHTEOUS is a FOUNTAIN OF LIFE." (Prov 10:11 NIV)

In addition, fountains are used to refer to our relationship with God: "You are a garden fountain, a well of flowing water . . ." (Song 4:15 NIV)

And finally, fountains are used to represent a cleansing and renewal process: "On that day A FOUNTAIN WILL BE OPENED to the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, TO CLEANSE THEM FROM SIN AND IMPURITY." (Zech 13:1 NIV)

Cleansing, wisdom, righteousness, relationship . . . Doesn't this sound a bit like the outpouring of the Holy Spirit? "For I will pour WATER on the thirsty land, and STREAMS on the dry ground; I WILL POUR OUT MY SPIRIT on your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants.” (Isa 44:3 NIV)

Let's review for a few moments some of the things that the Holy Spirit is said to be for us:
· Counselor (John 14:16, 26; 15:26) 
· Spirit of Truth (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13) 
· Teacher (John 14:27) 
· Guide (John 16:13 
· Memory augmentor (John 14:27) 
· The One who bears witness to Jesus (John 15:27) 
· Power (Acts 1:8) 
· Prophecy (Acts 2:17) 
· Holiness (Rom 1:4) 
· Love of God (Rom 5:5) 
· Hope (Rom 5:5) 
· Life (Rom 8:2, 6, 11) 
· Our help in weakness (Rom 8:26)

The list could go on and on, but the point is, the Fountain Gate speaks to us of the living waters of the Holy Spirit that cleanse our lives and empower us for our Christian life!

Let's remember for a moment the previous two gates: The Valley Gate represents the trials and troubles that we are allowed to go through in order to bring to our attention the "rubbish" of the old self; and the Dung Gate, where the rubbish can be disposed of. Anyone who have tried to clean out their own lives soon realize that the sinful life is not so easily disposed of. In fact, the only way to do so is through the power of the Holy Spirit: "he who raised Christ from the dead WILL ALSO GIVE LIFE TO YOUR MORTAL BODIES THROUGH HIS SPIRIT, who lives in you." (Rom 8:11 NIV)

Remember that there was no section of wall mentioned as being rebuilt between the Dung Gate and the Fountain Gate. No matter what the true reason is for this lack of information, I believe that God is using it to tell us that we have help—immediate help!--in cleaning up our lives. The moment we're ready to do away with the rubbish in our lives, the Holy Spirit is right there to help us along!

Enough to ponder, friends, but do ponder this: After the trials that reveal the garbage in our hearts, God brings us to the Fountain Gate: He fills us up with His Holy Spirit, so that we will be empowered to live as Christ would have us to live!

Join us next week to take a look at the "Water Gate" and what it has to teach us!

God bless each of you abundantly.

Sue Ramsey & Lyn Chaffart Volunteers, Answers2Prayer Ministries, www.Answers2Prayer.org

[1]
from Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. on Nehemiah 3:15.

[2]
from Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc on Nehemiah 3:15.
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The Water Gate

In last week's lesson on the gates of Jerusalem, we saw that after the trials that reveal the garbage in our hearts, God brings us to the Fountain Gate: He fills us up with His Holy Spirit, so that we will be empowered to live as Christ would have us to live! Today's lesson takes us to the next gate mentioned in the series: The Water Gate.

"Moreover the Nethinim who dwelt in Ophel made repairs as far as the place in front of the Water Gate toward the east, and on the projecting tower." (Neh 3:26,27 NKJV)

The Water Gate was repaired by the Nethinim who lived in Ophel. Ophel was the slope south of the temple, and the Water Gate was a gate in the eastern wall. Due to its close approximation to the temple, it is believed that this gate may have been used as an escape for the surplus water from the temple reservoirs. Another theory is that when the temple reservoirs of water were low, this gate may have been used to refill them with water from the Kidron Valley. [1]

The Nethinim were temple servants. In fact, many translations of the Bible call them just that: Temple servants. The first mention of temple servants can be found very early on in Bible history. As Israel began the conquest of the Promised Land, they were deceived into making an unholy treaty with people of the land, the Gibeonites.

What happened when this deception became known?

"And that day Joshua made them woodcutters and WATER CARRIERS for the congregation and for the altar of the LORD, in the place which He would choose, even to this day." (Josh 9:27 NKJV)! It may be that these Nethinim who repaired the Water Gate may have been none other than the descendents of these very same Gibeonites, who were appointed to be "water carriers"! [2]

What does this mean for us today?
Water is used in the Bible as a symbol of cleansing: "our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water . . ." (Heb 10:22); and "to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word . . ." (Eph 5:26-27).

Remember Pilot? He used water as a symbol of cleansing: "When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. 'I am innocent of this man's blood,' he said. 'It is your responsibility!'" (Matt 27:24 NIV)

And any discussion of water would also naturally lead us to the subject of baptism: "I baptize you with water for repentance." (Matt 3:11 NIV)

Remember that the preceding gate, the Fountain Gate, is symbolic of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on our lives. It is no coincidence that the very next gate in the series is the Water Gate, because the Holy Spirit and cleansing go together. The Holy Spirit is the one who makes the word of God come alive for us personally, thus allowing for the cleansing, the encouragement, and the direction to take place in our lives.

Enough to ponder, friends, but do ponder this: First the Valley Gate where the trials and tribulations are allowed to uncover the rubbish; then the Dung Gate where the rubbish can be done away with. Next comes the Fountain Gate, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and this brings about the cleansing, the Water Gate.

Join us next week to take a look at the "Horse Gate" and what it has to teach us!

God bless each of you abundantly.

Sue Ramsey & Lyn Chaffart Volunteers, Answers2Prayer Ministries, www.Answers2Prayer.org

[1]
from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft on Nehemiah 3:25,26

[2]
from Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft on Nehemiah 3:26
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The Horse Gate

In last week's lesson on the gates of Jerusalem, we saw that first we must go through the Valley Gate where the trials and tribulations are allowed to uncover the rubbish; then the Dung Gate where the rubbish can be done away with. Next comes the Fountain Gate, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and this brings about the cleansing, the Water Gate. Today's lesson takes us to the next gate mentioned in the series: The Horse Gate.

"Above the Horse Gate, the priests made repairs, each in front of his own house." (Neh 3:28-29 NIV)

The next gate was known as the Horse Gate. The Horse Gate was on the east side of the city, overlooking the Kidron Valley. It seems to have been a gate by which horses approached and left the old palace of David, which lay north of the temple. [1] Due to its approximation to the temple and the Water Gate, it may have also been used to water the horses. Suppose that in order to go to the temple, a person might go on horseback to the Horse Gate, but then they would be obliged to dismount and leave their horse here, as a horse could not go any further. [2]

What does the Horse Gate signify for us today?

Horses were never abundant in Jerusalem, [3] and are generally used in the Bible as something symbolic of war: "I saw Heaven opened, and behold a WHITE HORSE; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness does He judge and MAKE WAR." (Revelation 19:11)

Friends, the Horse Gate speaks to us of warfare. Whether we know it or not, we are all engaged in warfare: Spiritual warfare! Take a look at the following texts:

"For our struggle is NOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the POWERS OF THIS DARK WORLD and against the SPIRITUAL FORCES OF EVIL IN THE HEAVENLY REALMS." (Eph 6:12 NIV)

"FOR THOUGH WE LIVE IN THE WORLD, WE DO NOT WAGE WAR AS THE WORLD DOES. The WEAPONS we fight with are NOT THE WEAPONS OF THE WORLD. On the contrary, they have DIVINE POWER to demolish strongholds." (2 Cor 10:3-5)

"Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, WHICH WAR AGAINST YOUR SOUL." (1 Peter 2:11-12 NIV)

If we are at war, then we must also be prepared. But how can we be prepared for Spiritual warfare? Let's look at the following texts:

"PUT ON THE FULL ARMOR OF GOD, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the BELT OF TRUTH buckled around your waist, with the BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the GOSPEL OF PEACE. In addition to all this, take up the SHIELD OF FAITH, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the HELMET OF SALVATION and the SWORD OF THE SPIRIT, which is the word of God." (Eph 6:13-18 NIV)

". . . DEMOLISH ARGUMENTS and every PRETENSION that sets itself up against the knowledge of God . . . TAKE CAPTIVE EVERY THOUGHT to make it obedient to Christ." (2 Cor. 10:4,5).

Friends, we live in a war zone! We have to be prepared! But the good news is, that if we dress ourselves in truth, righteousness, faith, peace, salvation and God's Word, if we learn to take every thought captive, if we apply the truth found in God's Word to every argument brought to our attention, we WILL BE VICTORIOUS, for "God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it." (1 Cor. 10:13-15)

There is yet one other point to be made by the Horse Gate. The last three gates, as we will see in the upcoming two lessons, are prophetic, they speak of the return of Jesus Christ!

"I saw heaven standing open and there before me was A WHITE HORSE, whose rider is called FAITHFUL AND TRUE. With JUSTICE he JUDGES and MAKES WAR." (Rev 19:11-12 NIV)

The horse gate speaks of the day of the Lord and the end time judgment. What do we need to do to be prepared? "For you know very well that the DAY OF THE LORD will come like a thief in the night . . . But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but LET US BE ALERT AND SELF-CONTROLLED . . . PUTTING ON FAITH AND LOVE as a BREASTPLATE, and the HOPE OF SALVATION AS A HELMET." (1 Thess 5:2-8 NIV)

Enough to ponder, friends, but do ponder this: The Horse Gate not only reminds us that we are all engaged daily in spiritual warfare, but it also reminds us of the soon coming of Jesus Christ! We need to be prepared for both, and we can do so by putting on Jesus!

Join us next week to take a look at the "East Gate" and the prophetic message that it has for us.

God bless each of you abundantly.

Sue Ramsey & Lyn Chaffart Volunteers, Answers2Prayer Ministries, www.Answers2Prayer.org

[1]
from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft, on Nehemiah 3:17-30

[2]
from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft, on Nehemiah 3:28

[3]
from Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., on Nehemiah 3:28-32.
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The East Gate

In last week's lesson on the gates of Jerusalem, we saw that the Horse Gate not only reminds us that we are all engaged daily in spiritual warfare, but it also reminds of the soon coming of Jesus Christ! We need to be prepared for both, and we can do so by putting on Jesus! Today's lesson takes us to the next to last gate mentioned in the series: The East Gate.

"Next to them, Zadok son of Immer made repairs opposite his house. Next to him, Shemaiah son of Shecaniah, the guard at the East Gate, made repairs." (Neh 3:29 NIV)

The second-to-last gate was known as the East Gate. Unlike the other gates, which were specifically mentioned along with those who had repaired them, the Biblical account of this gate isn't precise. All we really know from the above passage is that there WAS an East Gate, and that it had a guard, known as Shemaiah, son of Shecaniah! This Shemaiah may have been regarded as a descendant of the Shemaiah of 1 Chron. 26:6, whose duty was to guard the temple. If this is the case, then the East Gate is undoubtedly the east gate of the temple. Others however, identify it with the Water Gate, towards the east. [1]

Even though we cannot be certain of the exact location of this gate from the Nehemiah account, we do know its purpose: ". . . The gate that looked toward the east, and it was shut. The Lord said to me, 'This gate shall be shut; it shall not be opened, and no one shall enter by it, for the Lord God of Israel has entered by it.'" (Eze. 44:1-3) Friends, this East Gate was set aside specifically by God for one particular event: The Coming of the Messiah!

So just what does this East Gate signify for us today? 
The east gate still speaks of the Lord's coming; of His return! It is a daily reminder that Jesus WILL return and set up His Kingdom here on Earth! It is an eternal sign that God is faithful about His promises!

The vital importance of the East Gate is summed up for us nicely by Peter: "Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to LIVE HOLY AND GODLY LIVES as you LOOK FORWARD TO THE DAY OF GOD and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH, the home of righteousness. So then, dear friends, since you are LOOKING FORWARD TO THIS, MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO BE FOUND SPOTLESS, BLAMELESS AND AT PEACE WITH HIM." (2 Peter 3:11-15 NIV)

Let's remember for a moment the significance of the previous gate, the Horse Gate. Besides reminding us that we are in a constant state of Spiritual warfare, it also reminds us of the second coming of Jesus. Why would there be two gates in a row with the same message? Because it's when God repeats Himself that we know He is really serious! God is trying to help us realize that the singular focus of our lives needs to be the fact that He WILL return, and soon! Friends, the Horse Gate and the East Gate both teach us to live our lives with eternity in mind!

Enough to ponder, friends, but do ponder this: The East Gate is a constant reminder to us that the return of the Lord Jesus Christ is very near. We must live with this hope, we must live our lives for eternity!

Join us next week to take a look at the message of the last gate in the wall, the "Inspection Gate"!

God bless each of you abundantly.

Sue Ramsey & Lyn Chaffart Volunteers, Answers2Prayer Ministries, www.Answers2Prayer.org

[1]from Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. on Neh 3:28-32
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The Inspection Gate

In last week's lesson on the gates of Jerusalem, we saw that the return of the Lord Jesus Christ is very near. We must live with this hope. We should long for His return and live our lives for eternity! Today's lesson takes us to the last gate mentioned in the series: The Inspection Gate. (See www.sermonillustrator.org/minisermons/folder5/GATES%20OF%20JERUSALEM%20--%20A%20Miniseries%20--%20Map.htm

for a diagram of the gates.)

"Next to him, Malkijah, one of the goldsmiths, made repairs as far as the house of the temple servants and the merchants, opposite the Inspection Gate, and as far as the room above the corner" (Neh 3:31 NIV)

The last gate mentioned in the series was known as the Inspection Gate. As with the East Gate, very little is known about it. In fact, this particular gate isn't mentioned anywhere else in the Bible. Based on the description, it is surmised that the Inspection Gate must have been on the east or north-east wall, a little to the south of the sheep-gate. [1]

What does this Inspection Gate signify for us today?

The answer to this question can be found in Matt 25:31: "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. ALL THE NATIONS will be GATHERED BEFORE HIM . . ." 

Friends, we must all go before an "inspection station", better known as the Judgment seat of Christ! But what is involved with this judgment, this "inspection? ". . . As a shepherd separates THE SHEEP FROM THE GOATS . . . He will put the SHEEP on his RIGHT and the GOATS on his LEFT." (Matt 25:31-33 NIV).

The judgment will be a separation of mankind into two categories, differentiated by Jesus as the "sheep" and the "goats"!

But for what purpose? What happens to each of these groups?

"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world." (Matt 25:34-35 NIV). "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.'" (Matt 25:41-42 NIV)

Why would God see the significance of reminding us of the final judgment? Because He hopes it will motivate us to desire the label "sheep"! Remember: "He is patient with you, not WANTING ANYONE TO PERISH, BUT EVERYONE TO COME TO REPENTANCE." (2 Peter 3:9 NIV)

We are told that the Kingdom of Heaven should be looked at like a treasure: "The kingdom of heaven is like a TREASURE hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then IN HIS JOY WENT AND SOLD ALL HE HAD AND BOUGHT THAT FIELD. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine PEARLS. When he found one of great value, HE WENT AWAY AND SOLD EVERYTHING HE HAD AND BOUGHT IT." (Matt 13:44-46).

Jesus later admonishes us to store up our treasures in Heaven, not on Earth: "Sell your possessions and give to the poor. PROVIDE PURSES FOR YOURSELVES THAT WILL NOT WEAR OUT, a TREASURE IN HEAVEN that will NOT BE EXHAUSTED, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE ALSO." (Luke 12:33-34 NIV)

This theme is further carried by Paul in his letter to Timothy: "Command them to DO GOOD, to BE RICH in GOOD DEEDS, and to BE GEMEROUS and WILLING TO SHARE. In this way they will LAY UP TREASURE for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may TAKE HOLD OF THE LIFE THAT IS TRULY LIFE." (1 Tim 6:18-19 NIV)

Friends, this last gate in the series, this Inspection Gate, once again calls us to live our lives with eternity in view. Isn't it interesting that this is also the theme of the last two gates as well? The entire Christian walk, starting with Salvation, all leads up to one cumulative point: We must learn to care more for the things of eternity than for the temporal things that we see around us!

Enough to ponder, friends, but do ponder this: The Inspection Gate reminds us that we are called to live our lives with eternity in view, for in so doing, we lay up our treasure in Heaven where NO THIEF COMES NEAR AND NO MOTH DESTROYS.

This concludes the series on Gates, and it is fitting at this time to quickly review all of the gates and their significance: In our Christian walks: 
· We must first enter the Sheep Gate, signifying Salvation. 
· Next comes the Fish Gate: Remember, new believers bring more people to the Lord than anyone else! 
· Then comes the Old Gate, where we are instructed in the ways of Truth; 
· After this, the Valley Gate, which signifies the trials that come our way and form us into images of Christ. 
· This usually involves the uprooting of our human nature, which we will need to do away with: thus the Dung Gate! 
· After this, we come to the Fountain Gate, which represents the outpouring of the Holy Spirit; 
· And the Water Gate, which brings cleansing and encouragement and direction to our lives. 
· Next is the Horse Gate, which speaks of the spiritual warfare that all Christians must pass through. But it also, along with the East Gate and the Inspection Gate, remind us of the soon coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and the final judgment, so that we will remember to live our lives with Eternity in view!

Friends, it is our wish that each of you will take these lessons to heart. Wherever you find yourself in your Christian walk, there is something beyond! Keep your eyes fixed upon Jesus, and no matter what comes your way, you will stand!

God bless each of you abundantly.

Sue Ramsey & Lyn Chaffart Volunteers, Answers2Prayer Ministries, www.Answers2Prayer.org
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